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columns were very plain, and the chamber containing the sepulchral stone was
formed by stone partitions, chiselled in delicate open trellis-woik. All round the
mausoleum rose half-broken columns, the ruins of a mosque, while huge trees
covered the spot with a delightful shade, and Barbary figs, cactuses, and euphorbias
enveloped the ancient stones. I was at once enamoured of this poetic retreat, and
visited it every morning before sunrise. Thousands of parrots dwelt beneath its
shades, and I amused myself by watching them playing about, or flying off at the
slightest sound when disturbed.

One day I found there an old, white-bearded Mussulman, who told me the
history of the tomb. It covered the ashes of a famous saint, Allum Sayed, who
lived in the reign of Mahmoud, Shah of Goojerat, about the year 1459. The
place was renowned amongst the people under the name of (rkora-Jca-pir, or

TOMB OF ALLUM SAYED, AT BABODA.

"Tomb of the Horse," because, according to tradition, the saint's horse was
buried close by, beneath a tree whose branches were laden with little effigies
of horses. The. Hindoos hang these offerings on it in order to secure the fulfil-
ment of their wishes.

Another very curious spot, and one whose proximity to the Mctibaugh gave
me frequent opportunities of visiting it, was the Fakir-Kana, or " Asylum for
Paupers/1 Every day, at certain hours, all the poor who present themselves
there are fed at the king's expense. The most perfect order prevails in the
administration of this bounty. The Brahmins and poor of high caste, who
cannot eat food prepared by those of an inferior grade, receive allowances of rice,
and fuel to cook it; to Mussulmans and those who have not the same scruples,
dishes of food are distributed ready cooked, which they may eat on the spot.